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        date: 2012 
Wildflower carpet of nature ---
South Africa’s Westcoast and Namaqualand  
Itinerary: Cape Town -  Springbok – Cape Town, a  9- day tour  (ca 2000km),                               optional total of 14 days
Day 1 (Sunday, arrive / Cape Town) 12 August

Arrival at C T internat. airport, t/fer to hotel after a short orientation tour of the “Mother City” and Bo-Kaap (Malay quarter), then head for the “V&A Waterfront” (the old harbour) for some entertainment or last minute shopping, such as books about the regions to be visited.                                                                       Back to the hotel for dinner and an early night.                                                                                Depending on the weather, ascend Table Mountain by cable car, a “world heritage” site (1085m).  
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Day 2, The Cape Peninsula
We visit Simonstown, a charming small and very English sea side village and headquarter of the S.A. Navy,  after which we look at a breeding colony of the endangered African penguins. Continue to the steep cliffs at Cape Point, where the Indian and Atlantic oceans “meet”, take the funicular to the top light house, and return to C.T. via the breathtaking  Chapmans Peak drive (if open).   
Day 3  14 August, 2012 (start of the 9-day tour to „FAR AND WIDE“ places north) 
Departure approx 8h30 from the hotel.  Along the 550 km long route to Springbok we find many patches of flowers along the West Coast, so liberally displayed further north after good winter rains. Today’s trip takes us from C.T. through the so called Swartland, where the grain stands high, past Piketberg and Clanwilliam to Vanrhynsdorp, some 300 km. DBB.
Day 4  (again on tour, into the heart of Namaqualand)
Today we cover the second half of the distance to Springbok, and both days we won’t stop much, but note places for a more serious exploration when returning south. The flowers display their best colours and faces when seen from the north.
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Day 5 (Springbok & surroundings) 16 Aug
Now we really get started, admiring the endless flower displays, which explode here after months of dry season, we explore, photograph and record our findings.  Millions of little flower heads awaken to life in this arid region, (Namaqualand)- daisies, Oxalis, Lachenalia, Mesems, to mention just a few. We visit the Goegap nature reserve, and possibly the old copper mining villages of Nababeep und Concordia (time permitting).  
Day 6 & 7 (pure Namaqualand)
Transfer to Kamieskroon, visit the Namaqualand National Park (Skilpad), stopping along the road to admire fields of flowers, as far as one can see.  Many farms in the region open their gates to visitors during this time of the year, allowing free access. DBB.
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Day 8 & 9 (Knersvlakte & Bokkeveld) 
Again we transfer further south, this time to Nieuwoudtville, which lies at about 900m elevation, with a completely different vegetation to the one below the escarpment. Here, far remote from the ‘Cape’ we find many species of Protea, whose prime flowering period is now. The proximity of the Karoo also has an influence on the town on the western edge of this high plateau. There are icy cold nights, a clear sky, a good reason for the establishment of one of the world’s great planetariums at Sutherland, not far to the south. We too will try to experience the stars of the southern sky, depending on the weather.
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Day 10 (Cederberg region)
Travelling further south through the valley of the Oliphants river to Piketberg, we visit Ramskop Reserve, but also feast our eyes on the other spectacles of nature, such as the silhouette of the barren Cederberg mountains, extensive wine farms, Citrus- and fruit plantations. DBB.
Day 11 (West coast to Cape Town, 9th day of our journey) 22 Aug
We turn off the „Great North N7“ road, heading for the West Coast NP, and especially for Postberg Reserve, which is only open to the public during the spring time flower season.  At  Velddrif we cross the estuary of the Berg river, where often hundreds of Pelicans and Flamingo share their meals with the local water birds. In the bay of Saldanha lies the huge iron ore ship loading terminal at the end of the Sishen railway line. 


                                                                                                          In Postberg one can admire some wild game, such as the largest African antelope, the Eland, and Bontebok, endemic to the western Cape region, apart from an abundance of flowers.
  


 Return to C.T. in the evening, end of the overland tour. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Other days: OPTIONAL
There are various opportunities for day trips, such as to the Cape of Good Hope, the Wineland around Stellenbosch and to Hermanus.
Cape Town

Depending on suitable weather conditions, a trip by cable car up Table Mt, a “world heritage” site (1085m). Thereafter drive to Hout Bay for a short, optional boat excursion to a seal colony. You may have lunch in the harbour or the town centre, and then visit the world renowned Kirstenbosch botanical garden, established to display in some measure the diversity of the Cape “Fynbos”.                             Past C.T. University we return to the City.
Wineland – Stellenbosch region 
Tour through a small part of South Africa’s famous Wineland, visit cellars for tastings, enjoy a lunch in the open (weather dependent).  We visit Stellenbosch, the second oldest town, and Paarl, both filled with many historic sites, and famous for their quality wines, and Franschhoek (time permitting), a gourmet centre of S.A.
Hermanus und the Whales
In this picturesque town one has spectacular views of the gentle ocean giants from high cliffs along the coast, where hundreds of “Southern Right” and other whales give birth annually. During the return trip to C. T. we take a short hike thru a Cape -“fynbos” nature reserve, and also visit a colony of the African penguins in Betty´s Bay. 

Further possibilities (optional)
On the day of departure, depending on flight time, you could still explore some sights around the City, visit an African “township”, District 6 or the Two-Oceans aquarium in the Waterfront, before you transfer to the airport.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Services: for min. 4 to max. 6 persons
The overland tour may be a dual language guided tour in English and German !  14 – 22 August, 2012                 
Included with the offer is practically everything, from arrival to departure, for 11 days.                                                                                 Transport in an air-conditioned 7-seater minibus for 4 to 6 passengers, or microbus for up to 3 persons.
           English / German language tourist guide. All overnight accommodation (10x double / twin) on a B&B basis in hotels or  ‘Bed & Breakfast’ / Guesthouses, with typically plentiful South African breakfast. All rooms have private bathroom with bath or shower.                                                                                                                                 All entrance and conservation fees in National Parks, wine tastings, excursions, porters, parking, etc.            Airport transfer and City tour on day of arrival, transfer on day of departure.
We must stress that accommodation in this NW part of SA is not as plentiful as elsewhere, and the better ones are usually taken up very soon for the short tourist season.  Generally said, the accommodation is comfortable, good and clean, but simple, certainly not luxurious, and not comparable with graded accommodation elsewhere. It is, however perfectly adequate for “nature” tourists, where the emphasis does not lie on accommodation.  It should also be understood that, whether any wild flowers are seen or not, or the amount and variety of them, cannot be guaranteed, as it is entirely dependent on prevailing weather conditions. 
EXCLUDED:  Daily lunch and dinner (unless stated otherwise), expenses of a personal nature, drinks, the cable car up Table Mt, boat trip to the seals, additional travel and medical insurance, all flights, as well as post tour accommodation in C.T.             

Price: R18 105.00 nett pP, Single supplement R1850                                                                           The costs are payable in ZAR at time of booking. 

EARLY BOOKING, before 1 June, IS ESSENTIAL !                           





  Should the minimum number of passengers (3) not be reached, the tour will either be cancelled, or may be offered  as a “private” tour with price adjustment.
Proviso:
Changes, requested by guests, will gladly be accommodated where possible. 



                   We reserve the right for any necessary deviation from the programme or other details, for any reason whatsoever. The itinerary must not be read as inflexible, or strictly un-changeable. 

